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a singularly fertile soil, and was inhabited by a dense
population of Arawak Indians, who had already reached
a certain degree of civilization, though they were neither
courageous enough nor sufficiently well armed to with-
stand the constant attacks of the Caribs, who perpetually
raided this island in order to capture women for their
harims, and men and boys for eating. Yet the Borinken
natives were found to be using bows and arrows much
like those of the Caribs, and it was evident that if they
succeeded in capturing any of these enemies they in their
turn cooked and ate them.

From Porto Rico the fleet passed on at last to His-
paniola, where they were coming to the relief of the
garrison left behind by Columbus the year before. They
reached it on the south-east coast, where it was low and
flat. This region was called by the natives Bohio, a long
peninsula province on the north was named Samana, but
Haiti was the name given to the western portion first
visited by Columbus, a name which is now applied to the
independent Negro republic. The large size of this great
island of Hispaniola was shrewdly surmised by Dr. Chanca.
It is in reality about 400 miles long and 150 miles broad
at its greatest breadth, with a total area of 28,250 square
miles. He describes its appearance as most remarkable,
for it contains a number of large rivers and extensive
chains of very high mountains, between which are fertile,
broad, open, valleys. " It looks as though the grass is
never cut throughout the year. There must be no winter
here, for at Christmas we found many birds' nests, some
containing the young birds and others the eggs." Only
one "four-footed animal" was to be seen in this island,
except dogs belonging to the natives, which were of various
colours, and in shape and size like lapdogs. The only